
JSP activates creativity in individuals and organizations to make life more meaningful, 
Judaism more vibrant and the world more just. 

About Jewish Studio Project

Since 2015,
JSP has served

8,200 participants
designed and led

370 programs
and collaborated with

70 organizations
seeking creative approaches to 

Jewish connection. 

JSp by the Numbers

“JSP has opened me up to seeing myself in ways 
I never thought possible. Creative practice has 
given me a way to understand who I am in this 

moment, the person I want to be, the Jew I want 
to be, the leader I want to be, and the friend I 

want to be. “
- R. Yechiel Hoffman, Los Angeles

In 2015, Rabbi Adina Allen (Creative Director) and Jeff Kasowitz (Executive Director) 
co-founded JSP to provide a new entryway into Judaism - one in which creativity 

fosters empowerment and ownership over Jewish tradition and opens up access to 
those who have for too long felt on the margins of the Jewish experience.
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JSP is a brand new model of learning and connection - at 
once an urban art studio, house of Jewish learning and 
spiritual community. JSP’s work activates the creative 
potential in each person and utilizes creative arts and Jewish 
learning practices to build tools for expanding empathy, 
cultivating curiosity and navigating the uncertainty of our 
world. Through immersive experiences, trainings, professional 
development engagements and thought leadership, JSP has 
become a leading resource for creative learning and spiritual
engagement across the country.



JSP’s Work

Creative Professional Development

JSP custom designs workshops and immersive experiences for 
organizations and cohorts of leaders, educators and entrepreneurs that 
spark imagination and connect team members in new and creative ways. 
JSP’s professional development offerings:

• Empower organizations with creative confidence,
• Help teams surface new insights and perspectives about their work,
• Build resiliency in times of transition and ambiguity, and
• Expand empathy and deepen relationships.

Studio Immersive 

The Studio Immersive is the fullest expression of JSP’s 
methodology. This five day deep-dive into Jewish 
inquiry and creative exploration at JSP’s creative studio 
in Berkeley, CA, brings together diverse cohorts of 
questioners and explorers to imagine, play and bring 
new insights into the world.

Creative Facilitator Training
The CFT is a one-of-a-kind intensive that deepens 
participants’ experience with the Jewish Studio Process 
and empowers them with the skills and confidence to 
facilitate it for others. The first CFT begins in May 2019 
and is geared toward individuals who have participated 
in a Studio Immersive.
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The foundation of JSP’s work is a groundbreaking methodology, the Jewish Studio Process, which integrates 
creative practices from the field of art therapy with learning approaches from the beit midrash (house of 
inquiry). This process opens us to see ourselves and the world through fresh eyes, work through places 

where we feel stuck and leverage the power of Jewish ideas to transform our lives. 

Signature Programs

SVARA, Wexner Foundation, 
Hillel International, Jewish 
Learning Works, HUC - JIR, M2: 
Institute for Experiential Jewish 
Education, Urban Adamah

Sample Partners



Scaling JSP’s Impact
JSP is launching into its post-start up phase with a clear vision, proven 

methodology, transformative program, earned income stream, governing board, 
and national reach and recognition. JSP is experiencing significant growth to 

meet increasing demand and scale its impact.

• Empowering networks of practitioners and trained facilitators
• Extending JSP thought leadership
• Strengthening strategic partnerships for institutional change
• Investing in key expansion cities
• Building emerging field of creative Jewish engagement

Key Growth Levers

 Financial Growth

Staff
Rabbi Adina Allen | Creative Director, Co-Founder
Jeff Kasowitz | Executive Director, Co-Founder
Rachel Brodie | Senior Educator
Maya Abramson | Operations Manager 
Aliza Shapiro | Program Manager

Board of Directors

Rabbi Becky Silverstein, Board Chair
Seth Linden
Susan Berrin
Rabbi Dr. Becky Joseph
Carrie Endries
Jeff Levy 
Rebecca Bloomfield

Supporters

2016 2017 2018 2019

$660K

$422K

$274K
$157K

Total Revenue
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$49K
$66K

$132K

$180K
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The Studio Immersive
A deep-dive into Jewish inquiry and creative process across five days. 
An intergenerational cohort of committed questioners and explorers.

A vibrant creative studio in Berkeley, CA.

What is the Studio Immersive?

The Studio Immersive offers a new entryway into 
deep Jewish exploration, an accessible approach to 

creative process, and the tools to build empathy, 
curiosity and connection. 

Each Immersive brings together a diverse cohort for 
five full days of spiritual practice, Jewish learning, 
creative process sessions and community building.

“I learned tools to reinvigorate 
parts of myself I hadn’t 

before explored.”

“I was able to dive deep into 
important Jewish questions 

that studying text alone 
wouldn’t have revealed.”

“Things felt possible in a new way.”

95% of participants reported that the Immersive 
”gave me a new way to connect with Judaism.”

97% of participants said the Immersive “increased my 
desire to draw upon creativity as a spiritual practice.” 

75% of participants indicated that they were interested in 
future training to become a creative facilitator. 

The Immersive’s Impact

Why is the Studio Immersive So Great?

Inclusive Community: Intergenerational, pluralistic, 
co-created, warm, open to all.

Dynamic Facilitation: Learn with talented scholars, 
rabbis, prayer leaders, and creative facilitators from the 
Bay Area and beyond. 

Vibrant Space: JSP’s uplifting, colorful, light- and art-
filled Studio in Berkeley, CA will be your home. 
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JSP Impact Spotlight
Since attending the Fall 2018 Studio Immersive, Bec Richman has integrated the Jewish Studio 
Process into her life on many different levels, including her spiritual leadership work, her close 
relationships and as a practice for navigating our uncertain world.

What did you find unique about your experience at the 
Immersive?
It was new for me to not be so focused on making a 
“thing” when working with art materials. It felt like a 
practice of being “unfinished.” I experienced how creating 
is an ongoing process. This knocked down the utilitari-
an drive to create something “useful” and got me into a 
process- and presence-oriented space. I also think it is 
unique that we were in a beit midrash learning text not 
just to learn that text, but to really learn about our 
lives and let ourselves and our own questions come 
into the learning.

How are you bringing this practice into your work as a future Rabbi?
Right now, I am working on building a beit midrash in Philadelphia, called Koleinu Beit Midrash. It’s mostly 
housed at Germantown Jewish Centre in Mt. Airy, but we’re also creating gathering spaces off-site, 
experimenting with a beit midrash without walls kind of model. I am spending this year exploring different 
methods of Torah learning and creative-based learning.  Attending the Immersive made it feel so much 
more possible to incorporate creative process into Koleinu Beit Midrash. It feels exciting to be developing 
visions of what creative process-based learning looks like in Philly. The Studio in Berkeley doesn’t feel like 
something I just visited -  it feels like a process and network that I’ve tapped into, which has allowed 
me to build the legs for the learning community I am hoping to create.

Why, in this moment in time, are these practices so important in the world?
I have observed my peers yearning for spiritual, creative, and intellectual homes, and this work offers a way 
to combine all of those in one place. Additionally, In a time when our world feels so broken, it can be healing, 
empowering, and resilience-building to create. To do something tactile with our hands, and really embody 
that value of “what else could this be”? To say, “Wow, there is a mess here - what else could this mess 
be?”. To practice this with materials makes it feel more possible to make actual change. It is a powerful 
reminder that mess can be transformed.

Bec is a Wexner Graduate Fellow in her final year at Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in Philadelphia, PA. 
Beginning in July 2019, Bec will become the Assistant Rabbi and Beit Midrash Director at Germantown Jewish 
Centre.
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